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WASHINGTON. March 0 — , 
Two former key aide* Jo the 
late Robert F. Kciuvdv siy 
that he told them in li»t>7 thiti 
agents of the Central lnto!li-j 
genre Agency had contracted 
with the Mafia in an aborted 
plot to assassinate Premier 
Fidel Castro of Cuba before 
the Bay of Pigs invasion in 
1961 . 

Adam Waiinsky and Peter B. 
Edelman, who were assistants 
to Mr. Kennedy when he was 
Attorney General and a Sen- 
ator, said in interviews last 
week that Mr. Kennedy told 
them that he had played an 
active role in slopping the as- 
sassination al tempt. 

A high official of the C.I A., 
informed of the Walinsky- 
Edclman account, said the 
agency would have “no com- 
ment/’* 

Mr. Waiinsky, now a lawyer 
in private practice in New 
Y'ork. said that Mr. Kennedy 
disclosed that he had received! 
"assurances in writing** from! 
thi» C.I A. that the altemptedj 
assassination had been abort-j 
ed. Those assurances came 
after Mr. Kennedy discussed) 
the issue with high officials of; 
the agency, Mr. Waiinsky re- 
called the then-senator jayirg. 

"He told us Hint he had dis- 
covered that the C.T A. had 

made a contract with the Mafia 
to hit Castro/* Mr. Waiinsky 
said. 

The Wallnsky-Edclman ac- 
count was initially provided to 
The New York Times in sep- 
arate off-the-record discussions 
in 1973 and restated Friday for. 
direct attribution. 

On March 3, 1967, .Tack An-; 
derson. the syndicated col-' 
timnist, reported that the C l A. 
may have ploii *d Mr. Castro's 
assassination and depicted Mr. ( 
Kennedy as the official who 
"may have approved the oper- 
ation." Mr. Anderson also cited, 
what he termed persistent 
"rurhon." to th** offoct that Mr. 
Castro may 1 » '* become aware 
of the Amcri' art plot and de- 



cided to retaliate by having 
President Kennedy assassinated 
in 1963. Because of that possi- 
bility, the columnist suggested, 
Senator Kennedy may have 
been blaming himself for the 
death of his brother. 

The column, published at a 
time of strained relations be- 
tween Senator Kennedy and 
President Johnson, “outraged" 
the Senator, Mr. Waiinsky re- 
called, and led to the discussion 
of the alleged C.l.A.-Mafia as- 
sassination attempt. 

) “l remember him saying. 
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'blame rovsetf?* Mr. Edelman 
recalled. ,: 1 didn't start it line 
Castro assassination attempt]# 

1 stopped it." 

Mr. Edelman. now a vice 
president for policy at the uni- 
vcrsitv of Massachusetts, fur- 
ther quoted Mr. Kennedy as 
saving. “1 found out that some 
people were going to try an 
attempt on Castro's life and I 
! turned it off/* 

Mr. Edelman said that Mr. 
Kennedy had "mentioned* the 
Mafia." Mr. Edelman said that 
the inference he had then drawn 
,from the conversation was that 
"someone associated with the 
C.I. A. had done this, but not 
necessarily Chat it had been 
officially anetioned by the 
agency, whatever that means." 

Clue Found In Las Vegas 

Mr. Waiinsky also recalled 
1 Mr. Kcnneay as explaining in 
1%7 that he had learned of the 
I alleged C.l.A.-Mafia link while 
workine as an organized crime 
1 investigator for a Senate com- 
mittee in the late fifties. 

"He was out in Us Vegas." 
Mr. Waiinsky recalled Mr. Ken- 
nedy as saying, "and a mobster 
told him. *vou can't touch mc.i 
I've got immunity/ he said *who 
gave you immunity?' and the; 
mobster said 'C.l.A/ ’* 

"He went hack and he 
checked and sure enough it 
was true." Mr. Waiinsky said. 
‘They had made a deal with 



this guv. 

Mr. Walinskv said that Mr. 
Kennedy did not say in his 
conversation in 1967 who bad 
informed him of the alleged 
C.l.A.-Mafia tics. He also said 
that Mr. Kenned)' apparently 
learned more about that rela- 
tionship while serving at Pres- 
ident Kennedy's request nn a 
! panel in ^ 1961 that reviewed 
the C.I. A/s planning and prep, 
a rations for the unsuccessful 
.Bay of pjgq invasion. 

Asked why Senator Kennedy! 
MM not try to make that in. 
formation public. Mr. Waiinsky 
said he rould only speculate,* 
but that he believed the Sen»-| 
tor. who was assassinated! 
while seeking the Democratic' 
Presidential nomination, in! 
1968. planned to take some- 
corrective action toward the-’ 
C.l.A. if elected to the White 
Hmi-r. 

Briefing of Ford Reported 

! A number of news organiza- 
tions have reported that Pres- 
ident Ford was briefed late last 
year on C.l.A. -connected as- 
snsidnations or assassination 
attempts. The White House has 
refused to comment. 

Asked at a news conference 
i last Thursday night what Wit- 
liarn E. Colbv, director of 
Central Intelligence had told 
him about the allegations of 
• assassination or assassination 
attempts on foreign leaders. 
Mr. Ford replied that he was 
"not in position to give any 
factual or count/* 

Mafia leaders have been 
i linked In American intelligence 
efforts since World War It. when 
Charles Luciano allegedly aid- 
ed the planning for the Allied 
invasion of Sicily. I 



A liumLrt .'f M.ifia |< ,»,!. » . 
hid i'Mi'11* ivc f*.t milling and 
• yudicate biddings III Cub.i dal 
mi: to thr late nmrt«*»n thirties 
when Meyer Lansky op. nrd his 
first casino in Havana. The 
Mafia also reportedly enjoyed 
a dose relationship with Ful- 
gencio Batista, the Cuban dic- 
tator whom Mr. Castro deposed. 

After the Castro revolution 
in 195A. the gambling casinos 
and other activities were shut 
down by the Cuban Govern- 
ment and the Mafia allegedly 
worked closely with C.l.A. op- 
eratives in providing intelli- 
gence, planning and other help 
for the Bay of Pigs invasion, 
according to a number of Fed- 
eral investigators. 

In a book called "The Poli- 
tics of Heroin in Southeast 
Asia." Alfred McCoy, then a 
Yale student, charged in 1972 
that Corsican and American 
syndicate gangsters had become 
involved in the heroin trade 
from Laos. Burma and Thailand. 
Ho also wrote that such infor- 









niation was well Known 10 
many officials of the Central 
Intelligence Agency and that 
they had done nothing to stop 
such activities. 

High officials of the Intelli- 
gence agency, including Mr. 
Colby and Cord Meyer, now 
the station chief in London, 
denied the allegation at the 
time. 



I Mr. McCoy quoted Edward 
Lonsdale, a high-level C.I.A. 
operative in Southeast Asia, as 
telling him in 1071 that he had 
met with Corsican mobsters; 
and informed them he would 
I take a hands-off attitude lo- 
jward I hem. 

I “We had some 'kind of truce,” 
Mr. McCoy quoted Mr. I.ansdale 
as saying. 

Aid on Spying Reported 

A number of past and pres- 
ent C.I.A. agents told The 
Tunes In interviews shortly af- 
ter Mr. McCoy's allegations 
were published that agent y of- 
ficials repeatedly looked the 
other way in the nineteen- 
sixty’s because the Southeast 
[Asian drug trade was consid- 
ered to be helpful to anli-Com-; 
munist forces, 

San Giancana, a Chicago; 
rarkets chief with long-time 
connections to Cuba, is be- 
lieved by some investigators to 
have aided the C.I.A. in spying 
efforts against Mr. Castro. 

In August, inCi.1, Sandy 
Smith, a crime reporter f*»n 
The Chicago Sun-Times, quoted' 
Justice Department sources as 
saving the C.I.A. had apparent- 
ly "helped Mr. Giancana spy on 
his then girlfriend, Phvtlis Mr. 
Coire. one of Ihc singing Me- 
| Guire sisters, sometime in IMI. 
i Mr. Smith, now a Time man* 
jazinc reporter who is highly 
! respected for his reporting <»n 
f organized crime, wrote that 
/ Mr. Giancana had become con 
reined because a prominent 
night • luh singer was becoming 
too attentive to Miss McGuire 
and the C.I.A. apparently dc 
• deled to help him confirm his 
suspicions. 

An man describing himself 
as an * r lm estimator” for a pri- 
vate detective agency in Flor- 
ida was arrested by sheriff's 
police while prowling in Miss 
McGuire’s hotel suite in Las; 
Vegas. After persistent quo*-', 
tinning, the detective ngenrv 
told the police to get in touch i' 
with ihn c.I.A. 



I \pl.m,iliim l.ui king 

Tim uiiUirr was apparent!*/ 
dropp* •! without nny formal 
cIwm |ms being tiled, hut Mr 
.Smith wrote that neither the 
C.I.A. nor Ihc detective agency 
ever offered Hie police an rx- 
plnntion of what the prowler 
had been doing in the hotel 
suite. 

A former Juxl ire Department 
official knowledgeable about 
such matters supported Mr 
Smith’s account, in a recent in- 
terview with The Tinms. But 
he said that a file on the mat- 
ter, which also showed that a; 
wiretap had been involved, had 
been removed by a Nixon Ad 
ministration appointee from! 
the department's organized 
crime division. 

The alleged Giancana-C.I A ‘ 
link became of concern to the! 
Nixon Administration in the! 
late nineteen-sixties, the source' 
said, because there was a mis ! 
taken initial belief th*‘ the 
wiretap on Miss M» (» ore > 
room had been authorized bv 
Robert Kennedy when he was 
Attorney General. 

In a series of interviews lare! 
last year, a former undercover 
agent for the C.I.A. in New; 
York City alleged that he and 
other agents “had some deal- 
ings” with the mafia. * I 



• 

The former C.I.A. man. who! 
told of monitoring the .w tivi-; 
ties of radicals and other dis- 
sidents in the late nineteen-six-! 
tics and early mnet«vn-*c ; enti* - 
and whose knowledge of the 
C.I.A. seemed extensive smd 
that the Mafia was relied upon 
for exchanges of information 
and also to assault targets 
seeded by the C.I.A. 

The former C.I.A. mail r** 
fused to name any su» h vj< - 
flirts or to permit itis name ?o 
bo used. In a recent st airmen* 
to a House subcommittee. M» 
Colby said that he had h^n un- 
able to identify the man ano. 
therefore, believed him u> bv 
“a fabricator.” 

A number of high-ranking 
present and former Justice D** 
partment officials with do-.-’ 
involvement in organized, 
crime activities also express T 
the belief in interviews In f 
(week that the full story of .il 
leged C.I.A, involvement with 
the Mafia was not known. 
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Senator Robert F. Kennedy In 1 :j i v*i*li \dam w.tlin* 
sky, right, and Peter It, Fddmfto, rear, they were i licit 
assistants to Mr. Kennedy. Tbe> revealed tl< r.«ils on 
alleged olot against Premier Fidel Castro of ( ttlui. 






